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Investor Risk Quiz

This quiz can help you determine your investing comfort zone and the model that may best suit your goals and objectives. 

Add up the points from your responses and use the scoring guide on the following page to help you select your asset 

allocation model.

  1. How would you best describe your investment experience and knowledge?

I have very little or no investment experience and knowledge 0 POINTS

I have some experience and knowledge about investments 2 POINTS

I am very experienced and knowledgeable about investments 4 POINTS

  2. The main objective for my account is to: 

Avoid losses 0 POINTS

Keep pace with inflation 2 POINTS

Keep pace with the stock market 4 POINTS

  3. If my account lost 30% of its value over a short period of time, I would be:

Extremely uncomfortable – I cannot accept large short-term losses 0 POINTS

Slightly uncomfortable – I may be ok with a short-term loss as long as I have time to regain those losses 2 POINTS

Comfortable – I have time to regain those losses 4 POINTS

  ���4. �I am willing to accept a greater risk of losing money in my account for the potential of higher long-term returns:

Strongly Disagree 0 POINTS 

Disagree 1 POINT

Neutral 2 POINTS

Agree 3 POINTS

Strongly Agree 4 POINTS

  5. �My account has $100,000 in it. I would move my money to a lower risk investment if it lost  in one year.

$5,000 (5%) 0 POINTS

$10,000 (10%) 1 POINT

$15,000 (15%) 2 POINTS 

$20,000 (20%) 3 POINTS 

I would not move my money at all 4 POINTS

  6. When attempting to achieve my investment goals:

I do not want my account to lose any value, even if it will take longer to achieve my investment goals 0 POINTS

I will accept small fluctuations in my account’s value 1 POINT

I will accept moderate fluctuations in my account’s value 2 POINTS 

I will accept large fluctuations in my account’s value 3 POINTS 

I will accept extreme fluctuations in my account’s value 4 POINTS

My Investor Score



Asset Allocation Models

Find your total score in the chart below, along with your retirement timeline, to see what type of investment model may be best for 

you. This chart should serve only as a guide to help you determine your own investing comfort zone. 

My Investor Score

0-2 Points 3-8 Points 9-16 Points 17-21 Points 22-24 Points

Ye
ar

s 
Un

til
 M

y 
Re

tir
em

en
t 0-3 Years Conservative Conservative Conservative Conservative Conservative

3-5 Years Conservative Moderate 
Conservative
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Conservative

Moderate 
Conservative

Moderate 
Conservative

5-7 Years Conservative Moderate 
Conservative Moderate Moderate Moderate

7-12 Years Conservative Moderate 
Conservative Moderate Moderate Aggressive Moderate Aggressive

12+ Years Conservative Moderate 
Conservative Moderate Moderate Aggressive Aggressive

The results of this quiz are intended to help you identify what your optimal model may be. This quiz is not intended to offer investors a 
complete investment profile or to provide individual advice.

Asset Allocation Models
Conservative

If you want to avoid a 
potential loss of account 
value, or if you are 
nearing retirement. The 
Conservative Model may 
have more stable and 
predictable returns than 
the other models. You 
should be willing to go 
without the potential for 
higher long-term returns.

Moderate Conservative

If your primary goal is  
to avoid short-term losses. 
However, you also want 
higher long-term returns 
to offset the effects of 
inflation. Your account 
will likely have relative 
stability, but in order to 
keep up with inflation, 
some fluctuations in your 
account value should  
be expected.

Moderate

If you are interested in 
balancing your level of risk 
and return. You want to 
have returns in excess of 
inflation and an increase 
in your account value 
over the long term. When 
investing in this model, 
you should be willing to 
accept short-term losses 
and fluctuations in your 
account value.

Moderate Aggressive

If you have more time 
until retirement and can 
tolerate higher-than-
average fluctuations 
in your account value. 
This model provides the 
potential for higher-than-
average returns over the 
long term. You should be 
willing to accept short-
term losses and less 
stable returns.

Aggressive

If you are willing and able 
to stay the course through 
short-term gains and 
losses because you want 
the potential for higher 
returns over the long term. 
You should have a long 
time until retirement and a 
high tolerance for risk. You 
should be willing to accept 
frequent short-term losses 
and extreme fluctuations in 
account value.
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Large Cap  Large Value, Large Blend, Large Growth

Mid Cap  Mid Cap Value, Mid Cap Blend, Mid Cap Growth

Small Cap Small Value, Small Blend, Small Growth

Global/International Foreign Large Value, Foreign Large Blend, Foreign Large Growth, Foreign Small/Mid Growth, World Stock
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e Bonds Corporate Bond, Intermediate-Term Bond, Multisector Bond, Intermediate Core Bond

Cash Equivalents  US Money Market, Fixed Account, Stable Value



Neither Security Benefit Corporation nor its affiliates are fiduciaries.  
This information is general in nature and intended for use with the  
general public. For additional information, including any specific advice  
or recommendations, please visit with your financial professional.

Investing in annuities and/or mutual funds involves risk and  
there is no guarantee of investment results. Annuities are long 
term investments suitable for retirement planning.

Securities are distributed by Security Distributors, a subsidiary of Security 
Benefit Life Insurance Company (SBL). In all states except New York, 
variable annuities are issued by SBL. In New York, variable annuities are 
issued by First Security Benefit Life Insurance and Annuity Company of 
New York (FSBL), Albany, NY. SBL and FSBL are subsidiaries of Security 
Benefit Corporation (Security Benefit). SBL is not authorized and does not 
transact business in New York. The obligations under the variable annuities 
are solely those of the issuing insurer (and no other entity’s).

The Mesirow Financial Investment Strategies Group is a division of Mesirow 
Financial Investment Management Inc (MFIM). The information provided 
herein is for informational purposes only and should not be construed as a 
recommendation to purchase or sell any particular security or investment 
vehicle(s) offered by MFIM or affiliates of MFIM. The information contained 
herein has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but is not 
necessarily complete and its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. Any opinions 
expressed are subject to change without notice. Other Mesirow Financial 
affiliates may receive fees for selling or advising on the purchase or sale of 
products mentioned herein. Additionally, Mesirow Financial affiliates may 
also receive fees paid by manufacturers or distributors of said products 
in connection to other professional services provided by the applicable 
Mesirow Financial affiliate. The sale or advice provided is in no way related 
or contingent upon the payment received for these other services. Mesirow 
Financial does not provide legal or tax advice. Investment advisory services 
provided through MFIM, a SEC-registered investment advisor. Advisory 
Fees are described in MFIM’s Part II of the Form ADV. Mesirow Financial 
refers to Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. and its divisions, subsidiaries 
and affiliates. Mesirow Financial is not affiliated with Security Benefit 
Corporation or its affiliates. The Mesirow Financial name and logo are 
registered service marks of Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. © 2017, 
Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Your path To and Through Retirement®  
begins here.

Talk to your financial professional to learn more  
or contact us at 800.888.2461.
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